
WHAT DOES VETERANS 
DAY MEAN TO YOU? 
 
One person named Brayden said that 
"Veteran's Day means freedom, sacrifice, 
and honor for those who served in the 
military. It also means to give thanks to 
people who served."  
 
The U.S. Department of Defense (DOD) 
points at that òVeterans Day is NOT the 
same as Memorial Day. A lot of Americans 
get this confused.  
 
Memorial Day is a time to remember those 
who gave their lives for our country, 
particularly in battle or from wounds they 
suffered in battle. Veterans Day honors all 
of those who have served the country in war 
or peace ñ dead or alive ñ although itõs 
largely intended to thank living veterans for 
their sacrifices.ó 
 
There are many on our department that 
have served our country. We also want to 
remember our two members currently 
serving overseas: Brandon Kais and Matt 
Medrow . 
 
For more facts about Veterans Day, visit the 
DOD website . 

 

CHIEFõS CORNER 
 
Happy Fall! As your new Fire Chief, itõs been an amazing 
few months building relationships with our fire department 
members, Police and Fire Commission, Village Hall, the 
Village Board, and residents of Menomonee Falls. Although 
the pandemic has limited the amount of our Departmentõs 
community interaction and involvement, we continue to 
make the best of the opportunities that present themselves. 
The common thread in every conversation has been the 
excitement around where our department is headed. We 
have a tremendous amount of challenges and opportunities 
in front of us. I respectfully ask for your continued support, 
trust and patience in the rebuild of our great department. 
To say that Iõm beyond excited to be a part of this is an 
understatement.   
 
With fall upon us and winter fast approaching, letõs ensure 
we take great care of ourselves to remain healthy, both 
mentally and physically. You cannot help and support 
others, if you are not taking care of yourself first.    
 
Finally, THANK YOU to our internal and external 
stakeholders that ensure the MFFD continues to be an 
organization that provides services deemed excellent by our 
residents and visitors. We are living and working in 
unprecedented times yet you continue to demonstrate 
professionalism and passion for the emergency services we 
provide the Villages of Menomonee Falls and Lannon. Your 
hard work and dedication are truly appreciated.  
 

-Chief Gerard Washington  

Lettering on new ladder truck  

https://www.defense.gov/Explore/Features/story/Article/1675470/5-facts-to-know-about-veterans-day/


 

NEW TRUCK IN THE 
HOUSE 
 
Our new Aerial Platform has finally arrived! 
It will be placed into service once all the 
equipment is installed and training has 
been completed.  
 
Stay tuned for more information next 
month.  

MFFD MONTHLY 
INCIDENT COUNTS 

OCT. 2019  

Station 1 - 194  

Station 2 - 49 

Station 3 - 83 

Station 4 ð80 

Station 5 - 24 

Total Runs - 430  

OCT. 2020  

Station 1 - 186  

Station 2 - 46 

Station 3 - 97 

Station 4 - 51 

Station 5 - 26 

Total Runs - 406  

FOOD DRIVE A SUCCESS 
 

On Oct. 21, a food drive was held in honor of the Menomonee 
Falls Fire Department. Two Menomonee Falls residents, who 
are students at Hamilton High School, spearheaded the drive.  
 
Over 40 cubic feet of food was collected. This is more than the 
entire wooden cart that holds the PFT equipment at Station 3! 
More photos can be found on our Facebook page . 
 
Menomonee Falls is far from a food desert but there are still 
those in need.  
 

ABOUT THE FOOD PANTRY 
Falls Food Pantry is proud to serve residents from Lannon, 
Colgate, Hubertus, Richfield, Butler, Brookfield, Germantown 
and Menomonee Falls. The pantry has a refrigerator and 
freezer to allow them to stock milk, cheese and meat for their 
clients.  

The food pantry asks those picking up food to pre -register 
and there are requirements but no one will be turned away. ID 
is required for all household members and there is a self -
reported income maximum but once again, no one is turned 
away. 

The pantry has regular hours on Tuesday and Thursday for 
pick up: 12 PM - 2 PM  &  5 PM - 7 PM. 

Donations can be left in the lobby 24 hours a day, 7 days a 
week.  

More information can be found at:  

https://www.fallsfoodpantry.org/   

https://www.waukeshacounty.gov/HealthAndHumanServices/
adrc/SeniorDining/  

- Battalion Chief Kurt Harthun  

Food drive held in honor of MFFD  

TRIVIA QUESTION  
 
How many moustaches have been grown 
because of Movember, since the inception?  
 

A. 2 million  
B. 4 million  
C. 6 million  
D. 8 million  

 
(answer on page 4)  

https://www.facebook.com/MenomoneeFallsFireDept
https://www.fallsfoodpantry.org/
https://www.waukeshacounty.gov/HealthAndHumanServices/adrc/SeniorDining/
https://www.waukeshacounty.gov/HealthAndHumanServices/adrc/SeniorDining/


DELIBERATE CONTINUING EDUCATION 
 
The term education brings to mind for many people a picture that might be described as passive learning. The 
instructor simply delivers the content and the student, to whatever extent possible, absorbs the content. This passive 
learning is associated with compulsory education as children and often causes people to have a distaste for education 
well into adulthood. It comes as no surprise then that education in the fire service often takes a backseat to training, 
specifically hands -on training. Nonetheless, education and training are equally important.  
 
The technical college system offers excellent educational opportunities and yet many of us took classes to achieve the 
goal of certification. Generally speaking, many in the fire service limit their education to that which is required or 
necessary. Continuing education and lifelong learning require that we change how we view education. Fire and EMS 
education is not a race that ends with a certification or license but rather a career -long marathon that starts with initial 
certifications and only ends with retirement. This type of education is what keeps a career from going stagnant.  
 
Continuing education could easily be named elective education ñyou as the student get to decide what to learn and how 
to receive that education. Many excellent opportunities exist within the fire service, but challenge yourself by looking 
for opportunities outside of the fire service as well. Make your education interesting and relevant, but most of all be 
deliberate. Schedule time to read a new book or attend a class. Choose topics and areas that challenge you and your 
thinking. Look for opportunities to perfect your craft. Continue your education.  

 
READ: 
Leadership  
The signs of toxic leadership in firefighters and fire chiefs  
 

WATCH: 
Jocko Willink ñExtreme Ownership  
https://youtu.be/Qnr_VW -AuI4   
 

REVIEW and DISCUSS: 
NIOSH death in the line of dutyé 
Volunteer Fire Fighter Dies in Tanker Rollover Responding to Structure Fire - Oklahoma  
https://www.cdc.gov/niosh/fire/reports/face201706.html  
 
GET INVOLVED: 
http://www.brewcityfools.com/  
 
FREE TRAINING: 
Center for Disaster Preparedness  

https://cdp.dhs.gov/training  
- Battalion Chief Nicholas Boehlke  

Training on extrication/stabilization  

https://www.firerescue1.com/fire-chief/articles/the-signs-of-toxic-leadership-in-firefighters-and-fire-chiefs-1IF7ErrXGxWlT99T/#:~:text=Toxic%20leaders%20can%20exist%20at%20all%20levels%20of,relationships%20and%20create%20additional%20stress%20for%20our%20
https://youtu.be/Qnr_VW-AuI4
https://www.cdc.gov/niosh/fire/reports/face201706.html
http://www.brewcityfools.com/
https://cdp.dhs.gov/training

