
WEõRE HERE FOR YOU 
 
The Peer Support Team (PST) is starting 
up and will be available to all fire 
department employees and their families 
in the near future. The purpose for 
starting the PST is to provide resources 
for people having a difficult time with a 
multitude of things like issues with a 
marriage, addiction, or depression. The 
people on this team will by no means be 
counselors but can help bridge the gap in 
connecting people looking for help with 
the people that can.  
 
In the end of September, Battalion Chief 
Kevin Rokenbrodt, Lieutenant Rae Ann 
Schone, Cody Porter, Rico Bishop, Josh 
Diehl, Kory Mueller, and Lisa Ulicki 
attended several courses at the BIT in 
Milwaukee to help become better liaisons. 
Once a policy is finished more details and 
resources will be made public to the 
department.  
 

- Firefighter/Paramedic Cody Porter  

TRIVIA QUESTION  
 
US fire departments responded to an 
average of how many home structure 
fires per year started by cooking 
activities in 2014 -18? 
 

A. 106,800  
B. 122,500  
C. 154,400  
D. 172,900  

 
(answer on page 4)  

FULL- AND PART-TIME TESTING 
HELD ON SEPT. 26 
 
On Saturday, Sept. 26 the MFFD training rooms and lobby 
were full of part -time and full -time candidates waiting to take 
the testing. A total of 19 candidates showed up that day.  
 
As they waited for it to begin, it was so quiet in the room you 
could hear a pin drop. This made me uncomfortable, thinking 
how nervous some of them probably were so what did I do? I 
turned on my running playlist in the background in hopes of 
livening it up a little. Iõm sure that wasnõt awkward at all and 
didnõt stick around to find out. 
 
We had three different stations for candidates to go through: 
the written exam, physical ability test and interviews (for part
-timers only). Those working that day on Red Shift helped the 
tests go smoothly: BC Kurt Harthun , FF Aaron Koepke , FF Ed 
Burg , FF Sean Foley , FF Joe Jankowski , FF Matt Wilson , FF 
Bob Marki, FF John Schut and FF Dan Schroettner . FF Drake 
Barczak and retired Lt. Kevin Porter also deserve a thank you 
for volunteering their time  
 
We also want to thank the Butler Fire Department for bringing 
their aerial ladder truck to help with the ladder climb portion 
of the physical ability test.  
 
Hopefully weõll be able to welcome many of the candidates 
into our ranks soon!  

-Jessi Coon 



FIRE DEPARTMENT SAFETY AND HEALTH STANDARDS 
 
The fire service in Wisconsin has undergone several changes over the last decade in terms of the standards 
it requires firefighters and fire departments to adhere to. From the transition from COMM 30 to SPS 330 in 
2011 to the updates since then, each individualõs familiarity with this document is critical to the operation 
of the department. Most of you are minimally familiar with the standards we discuss most often ñtwo in/
two out; responsibilities of a safety and health committee; minimum training standards, etc. In reality, each 
firefighter should not just reference SPS 330 as needed but instead should be intimately familiar with the 
document. After all, it is the single most important document for the Wisconsin fire service. While NFPA 
Codes and Standards are considered consensus standards, they do not carry the weight or legal obligation 
that SPS 330 does. Take time to read and digest SPS 330 ñit is vital to our operation.  

 
READ: 
New Comparison of Natural and Synthetic Home Furnishings  
https://ulfirefightersafety.org/research -projects/comparison -of -synthetic -and -natural -home -
furnishings.html   
 
FAMILIARIZE: 
WI SPS 330 
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/code/admin_code/sps/
safety_and_buildings_and_environment/326_360/330   
 

REVIEW and DISCUSS: 
NIOSH death in the line of dutyé 
Two Fire Fighters Die and Three Fire Fighters Injured in a Fire Apparatus Crash ñWest Virginia  
https://www.cdc.gov/niosh/fire/pdfs/face201808.pdf   
 
GET INVOLVED: 
http://www.brewcityfools.com/  
 
FREE TRAINING: 
Center for Disaster Preparedness  
https://cdp.dhs.gov/find -training/discipline/fire -service  

 
- Battalion Chief Nicholas Boehlke  

Training on flowing water and hose movement around corners  
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